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Civil Society: An engaged civil society was crucial in building trust
between local communities and state actors. Participants noted that
the virtual transition of meetings and conferences in response to the
pandemic fostered increased collaboration between civil society
actors and global networks consisting of scholars, state actors, as well
as regional and international government institutions. This promoted
community-driven approaches that were sensitive to local nuances
and the grievances of marginalized groups. In Africa’s post-pandemic
recovery, participants agreed that the continued use of collaborative
remote platforms must be encouraged in building a stable and
prosperous region. Such remote platforms would foster opportunities
for shared knowledge, which could inform strategies that improved
local accountability mechanisms in sustaining civil and political
liberties. 

Military Training: Most participants also contended that the military
in Africa remained an important stakeholder in stabilizing the region.
However, there was a need to improve the effectiveness of the
institution and to deter the further militarization of political spaces. As
one participant noted, the militarization of political spaces may have
been necessary for certain state leaders’ political survival. However,
such practices hampered sustainable peace. It was thus suggested
that African governments in their national security reform efforts
promote training that integrates both pandemic preparedness and
human rights education in improving the security sector’s capacity to
respond to future health crisis and civil unrest. 

Socioeconomic considerations: Participants additionally agreed that
in addressing Africa’s precarious fiscal situation, post-COVID
responses should prioritize the region’s informal economy by
providing social safety nets for workers in the sector. A paradigm shift
about investments in priority economic sectors was also vital in the
development and design of post-COVID relief packages. In boosting
national economies, participants argued that it was important for
African leaders to understand the socio-economic impact of the
pandemic on the informal sector in mobilizing domestic resources for
sustainable development. 
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Africa and Africans are victims of their dependency on the Western
model of conflict resolution and security provisions. This dependency
disempowers countries in their ability to strategically and organically
develop solutions anchored in local, cultural, and social dynamics.
There was a need for African leaders to implement social protection
policies that could respond to health crises and the evolving local
dynamics of conflicts in the region. Some participants suggested that
strategies could include the promotion of inclusive and participatory
democratic processes. Participatory democracy would have the merit
of making relevant authorities aware that their lockdown strategies
were catalysts for violence, not because of their public health
inappropriateness, but because these measures failed to provide
social safety nets to help manage economic stress. Participants also
agreed that participatory institutions were important drivers in
advancing change and promoting systems of accountability between
leaders and local communities. Conflict resolution measures should
prioritize local and community stakeholders being at the forefront of
community-centered approaches in addressing local grievances in
Africa’s efforts to strengthen state resiliency in a post-COVID world. 

Regional Leadership from the African Union was an essential
component in demilitarizing political spaces and promoting the
integration of local stakeholders in regional security frameworks.
Country cases of Guinea, Mali, Chad, and Sudan illustrated that the
continent still struggled with the political ambition of certain military
leaders. Hence, a strong commitment from the AU to enhance
democratic instruments as part of the continental plan for stability
was a necessity. Moreover, in designing and operationalizing
stabilization mechanisms, participants proposed the integration of a
multilateral approach in addressing conflict and violence across the
region. The rise of militant jihadist group activities in the last year in
the Sahel, Lake Chad, and Great Lakes regions demonstrated that it is
futile for state leaders and the African Union to view conflict as
isolated country issues. These conflicts have regional consequences
that affect economic development, stability, and local resiliency.
 



On early warning tools, security and peace practitioners and scholars
must cooperate and learn from each other in designing early
detection and response systems. Previous challenges in
operationalizing early warning systems have included the duplication
of projects and interventions, competition between state security
actors and local vigilante groups in protecting communities, and the
non-prioritization of human rights education in the design of early
detection systems. To strengthen conflict prevention mechanisms,
participants agreed that there is a need to improve information
sharing processes between state security forces and local community
leaders to ensure long-term stability. Additionally, participants noted
that the integration of human rights and humanitarian laws in early
detection systems remains an essential component in developing
early warning reporting mechanisms that can build state legitimacy
while also enhancing civil-military cooperation. For one participant,
such an integration would increase support and trust from
international organizations and the public that state security forces
will be held accountable for their actions. 
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Institutions: Regarding institutions, participants argued that Africa is
a victim of global disparities because of its lack of strong independent
institutions and infrastructure. The narrative of African solutions to
African issues remains a rhetoric without substance given the
continent’s dependency on its international partners, which has
continued to characterize the mindset and behaviors of national and
regional leaders. Participants contended that the continent cannot
move towards a recovery plan unless it first deals with the health
implications of the pandemic. The recovery of the region was thus
dependent on the development and support of community and
national level institutions that were inclusive and complementary in
increasing vaccination rates and in ensuring the continent's resiliency
when facing future disasters. Participants also highlighted that these
proper investments in the health system would have a multiplier
effect on women, who make up the majority of healthcare workers,
and on education, the economy, employment rates, and the
stabilization of the region. Governments are thus encouraged to
implement the commitment of the 2001 Abuja Declaration by
promoting and investing in a resilient health care system. Such
investments were crucial for maintaining social stability and in
reducing the risk of conflict in the region. 

Religious leaders and influencers: Participants also discussed the role
of religious leaders as community influencers in Africa’s response to
the pandemic. Religious leaders remain active stakeholders in
peacebuilding, community recovery, and the dissemination of
information. Indeed, cases such as the Central African Republic and
Nigeria highlight how faith-based organizations and their leaders
have played a crucial role in changing public perceptions of COVID-19
and a willingness to take the vaccine. Thus, in influencing and
shaping health behavior in a post-COVID world, where recovery is
central to community development, it was agreed that the
involvement of religious leaders at both community and national
levels is a critical component in complementing governments’ efforts
to address the pandemic.



Misinformation warfare: Finally, the proliferation of misinformation
about the COVID-19 in local communities and on various social media
platforms was cited as a major factor that undermined COVID-19
responses on the continent. From doubts about the efficiency of
vaccines, to the assumed negative agenda of Western powers in
advancing their agenda to destabilize the continent, it was agreed
that Africa is facing a misinformation war that needs to be countered
in protecting public health. The strengthening of local community
institutions and formal structures that streamline public and official
information is therefore vital in promoting vaccine-related
information and in managing societal responses to curb the spread of
misinformation.








