
African Wars in the

Century

ECONOMIC AND SECURITY DETERMINANTS

FOR A STABLE CONTINENT

WORKSHOP REPORT



WORKSHOP 
REPORT

AUGUST 2023

PREPARED BY



About The Authors



Foreword



Table of Contents



A CONVENING ON AFRICANA CONVENING ON AFRICAN
WARS AND ITS MILITARIES INWARS AND ITS MILITARIES IN
THE 21ST CENTURY:THE 21ST CENTURY: ECONOMIC ECONOMIC
AND SECURITY DETERMINANTSAND SECURITY DETERMINANTS
FOR A STABLE CONTINENT.FOR A STABLE CONTINENT.









Transnational Linkages: RegionalTransnational Linkages: Regional
Integration, indigenous economicIntegration, indigenous economic
practices, and informal networks aspractices, and informal networks as
stabilization mechanismsstabilization mechanisms

1.1.



2.2.

3.3.



To address the negative aspects and capitalize on the opportunities of
the informal economy, it is essential to establish a common
understanding and taxonomy of the informal sector. This involves
developing and defining parameters and metrics based on an
economic model that considers local contexts, systems, and
agencies. For states and policymakers, the crucial step is to
understand how informal sector actors manage to survive despite
adverse dynamics and conflicts. Such an approach is not only vital for
long-term continental transformation but also for understanding the
unique value and contribution of the informal sector to security and
economic growth in Africa.

When it comes to regionalization, it is crucial to differentiate
between informal workers and informal cross-border trade. The
former pertains to the status of the workers. The latter refers to the
nature of transactions and trade flows that occur without being
registered, going through official customs systems, or paying taxes.
This distinction is important for rethinking state trade policies and
developing complementary regional economic frameworks that align
with local realities.

Furthermore, the informal sector fulfills roles that the state should
ideally perform in terms of social and economic relationships, such as
facilitating mobility for a borderless Africa. Therefore, prioritizing and
supporting informal structures and networks, understanding their
organization, and leveraging indigenization may be able to
strengthen cross-border trade. Additionally, while informal movement
and trade can be exploited for organized crime, it can also be used by
states for intelligence gathering, fostering cooperation between
states and leading to positive cross-border interactions.

African nations should leverage innovative practices and new
technologies, such as online/mobile banking systems, to boost local
economies and support community members who face challenges
integrating into the formal economic system due to the rigidity of the
banking system and economic structure. At the regional level,
improving access to finance and developing coordinated policies
to maximize cross-border informal economies would strengthen ties
between countries and facilitate regional integration.



Collaboration or Competition?Collaboration or Competition?
Regional Ad-hoc Initiatives and theRegional Ad-hoc Initiatives and the
role of International Partners.role of International Partners.

1.1.

2.2.

3.3.



There are high expectations for RECs to address governance and
security issues. However, their organizational setup and mandates
primarily focus on economic matters, which raises concerns about
their effectiveness. The establishment of ad-hoc initiatives as an
alternative framework is thus commendable, as they can respond
quickly to the changing security needs of conflict zones through clear
mandates. It was also noted that ad-hoc initiatives are typically
established by countries that share political and security values,
fostering harmonious relations. Such initiatives are critical for
overcoming political tension and competition often observed
between member states within RECs. However, the absence of a
binding organizational and legal framework continues to raise
questions about the long-term operational accountability of ad-
hoc initiatives. To facilitate collaboration and complementarity
between RECs and ad-hoc initiatives, participants suggested
integrating ad-hoc initiatives into the long-term strategic and
operational priorities of the RECs, linking them to regional institutions
that respect their mandates. 

Traditional strategic partners of RECs are increasingly shifting
their support to ad-hoc initiatives. This shift in support can be partly
attributed to the perceived ineffectiveness of RECs. However, the
proliferation of ad-hoc initiatives has the potential to further
complicate the security landscape with additional operations and
structures. A key challenge faced by ad-hoc initiatives is the
divergence of objectives. African states prioritize territorial integrity,
while foreign partners tend to focus on counterterrorism operations,
as observed in Central Sahel. This divergence in priorities may pose
difficulties in the long-term functioning of ad-hoc initiatives. To
address this, it could be beneficial for RECs and their representatives
to engage with member states and the affected population, utilizing
local community leaders as conduits for education and awareness
regarding the mandates of different stakeholders in addressing
security threats. By managing expectations and fostering
accountability, this approach can contribute to the overall
effectiveness of African regional arrangements, ensuring that they
align with the needs and priorities of the regions they aim to serve.





Multinational Private Actors, SocialMultinational Private Actors, Social
Responsibility, and the RegionalizationResponsibility, and the Regionalization
of Security Responses.of Security Responses.

The importance of addressing the level of responsibility African
countries are willing to assume for their own security and
development. To mitigate potential negative consequences,
participants recommended imposing restrictions on the duration of
mercenaries' deployment and implementing safeguards to prevent
their economic exploitation.

The involvement of legislative and judicial branches in ensuring
security accountability. Although unconventional within traditional
security frameworks, participants emphasized the necessity for
parliamentarians to comprehend these dynamics and scrutinize
security practices. Furthermore, exploring the role of informal judicial
actors was deemed crucial in this context.










